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1. Vl The communication filed 



is informal/non-responsive for the reason(s) checked below and should be corrected. 



APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THE DATE OF THIS LETTER OR UNTIL THE EXPIRATION OF THE PERIOD FOR 
RESPONSE SET IN THE LAST OFFICE ACTION (WHICHEVER IS LONGER) WITHIN WHICH TO CORRECT THE INFORMALITY. 

a. []] The amendment to claim(s) , filed , fails to comply with the 

provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.121 and is accordingly held to be non-responsive. A supplemental paper correcting the informal 
portions and complying with the rule is required. 

b. CD The paper is unsigned. A duplicate paper or ratification, properly signed, is required. 

c. Q The paper is signed by , who is not of record. A ratification or a new power of 

attorney with a ratification, or a duplicate paper signed by a person of record, is required. 

d. Q The communication is presented on paper which will not provide a permanent copy. A permanent copy, or a request that a 

perppfanent copy be made by the Office at apphcant's expense, is required, see M.P.E.P. 714.07. 



2. Q In accordance with applicant's request, THE PERIOD FOR RESPONSE FROM THE OFFICE ACTION DATED 

IS EXTENDED TO RUN MONTH(S). 

No further extension will be granted unless approved by the Commissioner. 37 C.F.R. 1,136 (b) 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9 which papers have been made of record in the file, 

4. Q Other 
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1. The amendment filed on 10-14^99 canceling all claims drawn 
to the elected invention and presenting only claims drawn to a 
non-elected invention is non-resggnsive (MPEP § 821.03). The 
remaining claims are not readable pn the elected invention 
because of the reasons set forth previously in paragraph No. 1 of 
Paper No. 14, 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona 
fide attempt to reply, applicant J.s given a TIME PERIOD of ONE 
(1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, wh^c^hever is longer, from the 
mailing date of this notice withij^ which to supply the omission 
or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS 
TIME PERIOD UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) ^E AVAILABLE. 

2. The amendment filed 10-14-9^ was inadvertently entered. 
Such entry was improper since no claims pertaining to elected 
subject matter remained in the application. Therefore, this 
amendment has been un-entered, arj<4 claims 1-4 as amended on 1-26- 
98 remain pending in the case,, w4.th claims 5-48 having been 
withdrawn from consideration. 

To be considered responsive, jreply must fully respond to the 
Office action mailed 6-14-99. Applicant should take care to 
avoid cancelling subject matter from claims 1-4 which was 
critical to the invention of group I and replacing it with 
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limitations pertaining to another group, as attempted in the 
response filed 2-7-2000. Such action has already been considered 
non-responsive and could lead to abandonment of the application. 
3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner ^hould be directed to Brent 
Swarthout whose telephone number ip (703) 305-4383, The examiner 
can normally be reached on MondayT^Friday from 5:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the exaininer by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeff Hofsass, can be 
reached on (703) 306-4717. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this applicatipn or proceeding is assigned is 



(703) 308-6743. 



Any inquiry of a general nat^^e or relating to the status of 



this application or proceeding shc^uld be directed to the 



receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-8576. 



BS/ayc 




March 6, 2000 



BReNT A. SWARTHOUT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



